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Principal’s Message:  As the second month begins, staff and students are settling in nicely with routines 

and learning.  It was great to see so many families here at the school on September 18th for our Open House.  

Things have gone quite smoothly over the month of September as we have all gotten used to new classrooms, 

teachers and support staff.  We continue to teach and reinforce positive behaviours through PBS (Positive 

Behaviour Support).  The message of respect and what that looks like in the various environments of the 

school is steadily becoming ingrained in the thinking and actions of our students.  If you have any questions or 

concerns related to school, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.  Home and school 

communication is vitally important in helping students succeed to the best of their abilities. 

Character Education:  In addition to PBS, each month we are putting focus on a different character trait.  This month the 

character trait of focus is gratitude.  Gratitude is about being thankful for the things that we have and the things that 

people do for us and communicating this thankfulness.  At our celebration assembly at the end the month, star students 

who have exemplified this character trait will be recognized. 

EQAO:  The 2017-2018 EQAO results have been released.   Our primary division has exceeded both the board 

and provincial scores in all areas.  Our junior division, while not exceeding board and provincial scores, met 

with positive results in language, while math continues to be an area of need.  The focus of our professional 

development and discussions continue to center around math and how to help our students meet provincial 

standards.  We welcome Holly Vaughn, a board math coach, who is supporting learning in our junior division.  

Individual EQAO scores for students who wrote EQAO last year will be sent home with students this month.  

The full public report for Brooke Central can be accessed on the eqao site at http://www.eqao.com/en.  Enter 

Brooke Central in the Find EQAO Results for Schools and School Boards box.  Then click on School Report for 

2017-2018 on the right hand side.  If you have questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to 

contact your child’s teacher or the office.Data 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

FCC Food Drive:  Once again, Brooke Central is supporting Farm Credit Canada’s Drive Away Hunger campaign.  Students 
are asked to collect and bring in canned and non-perishable foods to donate from October 9th to October 16th. All 
families are encouraged to participate as they are able, as we help drive away hunger in our community and the 
Lambton County area.  All Brooke donations go to the Alvinston Food Bank. 
 
Meat Fundraiser:  We will be running a meat fundraiser in the month of October through Lambton Meats.  This 
fundraiser will run from October 1st until October 10th, with a delivery date of November 1st between 3:00-5:30 p.m.   
Thank you in advance for supporting this fundraiser. 
 
Municipal Council Meeting:  On October 11th, our local municipal government will be conducting their council meeting 
in our Learning Commons.  Classes in grades 4-8 will be invited to observe and ask questions.  This is a great way for our 
students to gain an understanding of local government! 
 
Bus Safety and Evacuations:  On October 12th we will participate in our annual bus safety presentations and practice bus 
evacuations. 
 
The Big Crunch:  On October 18th, each student will be given an apple, compliments of the Ontario Snack Program.  We 
will participate in The Big Crunch, all crunching our apples together at an assigned time.  Thank you to Mme Gray for 
organizing this event and running our snack program, a program well utilized by all of our students. 
 
PBS Assembly:  Our next PBS assembly will be October 24th @ 2:30 p.m.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
Orange and Black Day:  October 31st is Orange and Black Day.  Look in your drawers and closets and dig out the orange 
and black in the spirit of Halloween! 
 
 

Reminders/Information for Parents: 
 

Important Change Regarding Peanuts and Peanut Products:  In order to protect the safety of one of our students with a 

serious peanut allergy, Brooke Central is now a nut aware school.  As outlined in accordance with our board’s policy 

regarding peanut allergies, please refrain from sending students to school with peanuts, peanut butter, peanut 

containing foods or peanut free products having the appearance of peanut butter (e.g., Wow butter).   

LCCVI Gr. 7 & 8 Open House and Parent Information Night:  LCCVI will be holding their Gr. 7 & 8 information night 

earlier in the year than usual.  It will take place on Thursday, November 22nd beginning at 6:00 p.m., with a formal 

presentation at 7:00 p.m. in Gym C.  There will be a meeting at 6:00 p.m. for students and parents in the French 

Immersion program in the Amphitheatre. 

Violent Threat Risk Assessment (VTRA) Protocol: The board has a protocol in place that outlines how a school 

responds immediately to threatening incidents that pose a threat to a student’s own or others’ well-being.  

This protocol has been posted on the board and school website.  Please take a moment to review the posted 

letter on either the board or school website.  If you have any questions regarding the content, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mrs. Wilson at the school.   

 



Checking in at the Office:  Please remember to check in at the office when entering the building and remain in the front 

foyer when dropping off or picking up students.  This creates less disruption in our classrooms and hallways and also 

protects the confidentiality of students who may be having a hard time at that moment.  Your understanding of this is 

appreciated. 

Website:  Please try to visit our website often for regular updates on events happening at the school.  A monthly 

calendar of important dates can be printed from the website.  http://www.lkdsb.net/school/Brooke/Pages/default.aspx 

PA Day:  Friday, October 26th is a PA Day.  There is no school for students on this day. 
 
Picture Retakes:  Lifetouch will be here on October 29th for picture retakes for those who missed picture day or wish to 
have a retake. 
 
Emergency Drills:  Drills and Student Safety:  Our school is required by law to hold a number of drills and practices to 
ensure that students are safe in emergency situations.  As a result of this, we hold Fire Drills, Severe Weather Drills, and 
Emergency Procedure Drills such as a Lockdown.  These drills are put in place to help students prepare for emergency 
circumstances that they may find while here at the school.  Our classrooms also may have evacuation plans in place 
depending on the classroom circumstances. These plans are also practiced occasionally, preparing students in advance 
for circumstances which could happen in their classrooms. Students are always debriefed after such drills, questions are 
answered and students are encouraged to express issues should they exist.  If you have questions or comments about 
our safety practices here at school, please call the school and speak to Mrs.Wilson. 
 

Attendance Information:  Important literacy and math lessons often take place in the first portion of our students’ day 

and students who are frequently late or absent from school often have difficulty keeping pace with their academic 

program.  Children need to be involved with their peers when learning.  Maintaining friendships and self-esteem can 

also suffer due to frequent absences.  Did you know that a student is considered to be persistently absent from school if 

they miss 10% of scheduled school days in the year?  Essentially, students who miss approximately 2 days a month fit 

into this category.  The result of these absences impacts academic achievement.  Please try to limit the number of 

appointments that take place during the school day.  Your assistance and understanding of this is greatly appreciated.  

Inclement Weather:  schoolbusinfo.com and local radio stations will communicate information regarding bus 
cancellations:  
- buses are cancelled for the entire day due to inclement weather (ie: snow) but the school remains    
  open  
- buses are cancelled for the entire day and the school is closed.  
- buses are cancelled in the morning due to fog; the school is open and buses will run in the  

  afternoon 

We will contact parents in the event of early dismissal due to inclement weather. It is essential that the school have the 

most up to date information allowing us to contact you when necessary. 
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